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20th Century Shakespeare? 
Several rationales exist, some aesthetic and some practical, for 
transporting of Shakespeare into alternative historic periods. The most 
important of these is the exploratory nature of academic theatre and its 
mandate to discover broader "universal" contexts for works such as that of 
Shakespeare. A more practical reason unites the gender casting issue of 
males playing female roles in Elizabethan theatre, and the disproportionate 
numbers of females to males in contemporary theatre. So , a certain 
license has been taken to switch genders. Now we offer a production 
which shows a "taming" school with participating wives instead of the 
male servants as seen in the original. These explorations, we hope, will 
further develop the audience's continuing enJoyment of Shakespeare's 
great works. 
Phillip M. Church 

